
Ph
oto

 by
 

Lon
g 

Sho
t 

Ph
oto

gr
ap

hy
, 

lo
ng

sh
ot

sp
ro

ph
ot

o.
co

m
 

éh
ill 

type
 of

 

ior that
 the 

De
sch

an
es hav

e 

fou
nd tru

ly 

be
au

tif
ul.

 In
 

fac
t, this

 is
 

ex
act

ly the 

to
 

spr
ead

 joy and be
 

part
 of

 
so

me
thi

ng
 bei

ng 

ge
ne

rou
s and kind

 are 
sim

ple
 

way
s 

onl for the 

De
sc

ha
ne

s but for 
ev

ery
on

e; 

ou
rse

lve
s."

 

Th
ese

 

wo
rds

 

ring
 

true
 not 

wa
s 

in
 

Br
en

ha
m,

 TX. Two yea
rs 

lat
er,

 

Erin
 

in
 

Eri
n's

 

ho
me

tow
n 

Lu
the

ran
 

chu
rch

 The
y 

wer
e 

ma
rri

ed
 on

 
Jun

e 

30t
h, 200
7 

att
en

din
g 

USA
F 

tra
ini

ng
 in

 
Tex

as. S 
Room

s 164-1
 

"F
 

co
nta

gio
us

....
an

d life 
cha

ng
ing

. T
hat kind

 of
 

joy and 

kin
dn

ess
 is

 

ofte
n 

sha
re 

sm
iles

 and 

co
mp

lim
en

ts.
" eve

n 

tho
se w

e 

do
n't

 

kno
w wel

l 

who wil
l 

gen
ero

us and kind
 

the 

Un
ive

rsi
ty of

 
Ph

oe
nix

. Erin
 is

 a Air 

For
ce 

Ac
ade

my
 and 

M.
B.A

. 

from
 

Inc 

wit
h 

a 
B.S

. 

fro
m the 

Un
ite

d 

St
ate

s 

Ge
ne

ral
 

M
an

ag
er for

 

Mi
ch

els
 

Po
we

r, 

in
 

Ar
lin

gto
n, VA. 

Ch
ris 

is
 

now the 

B
y 

FIN
DI

NG
 A

 
WAY

 T
O

 

SE
RV

E THE
 

DE
SC

HA
NE

 
FA

MI
LY

: 

t 
PA

RI
SH

IO
NE

R 
FE

AT
UR

E 

are eac
h par
t of

 
so

me
thi

ng
 

lar
ger

 

than
 

is
 

gre
ate

r 

whe
n w

e 

rec
og

niz
e that

 w
e to

 
put 

ou
rse

lve
s 

firs
t, but our 

ha
pp

ine
ss 

the
ir 

fam
ily

, "the
 

wo
rld tell

s us
 and Eri
n 

De
sc

ha
ne

 

en
co

ur
ag

e 

ind 
a 

way 

to
 

ser
ve 

oth
ers

," 

Ch
ris 

she was 

wo
rki

ng
 

nea
r 

Da
llas

 and he
 

Ch
ris

 and Eri
n 

De
sc

ha
ne

 met 

wh
ile 

peo
ple

," 
exp

lain
s Erin
, 

at
 

Our Lad
y of

 
Lo

urd
es,

 

"Th
ere

 are 
man

y 

at
 

Bl
ess

ed
 

Sa
cr

am
en

t 

Ca
tho

lic
 

Ch
urc

h 

was 

co
nv

ali
da

ted
 on

 

Ma
rch

 

2ls
t, 

200
9 wen

t 

thr
ou

gh
 

RCI
A and the
ir 

ma
rri

ag
e Lau

ra 

Ke
rsc

he
r 

| 
Ph

oto
s 

su
bm

itt
ed

 by
 

the 

De
sc

ha
ne

 

fam
ily

 and by
 

Lon
g 

Sho
t 

Ph
ot

og
ap

hy
 



N
ata

lie
 

and a 
joy

ful
 

spi
rit of

 
ser

vic
e and co

ns
ide

r m
y 

hig
he

st 

pu
rpo

se.
" mo

de
l for 

m
ot

he
rh

oo
d 

wh
ich

 I
 

Erin
 

said
, 

"[M
ary

l is
 

the role
 whe

n she is
 

fee
lin

g 

ov
erw

he
lm

ed
. ins
pir

e and 

co
mf

ort
 her eve

n ch
oic

e for 

Eri
n 

be
ca

us
e the 

wo
rds

 The Hai
l 

Ma
ry 

is
 

the 
pra

ye
r o

f the 

pa
tro

n 

sai
nt of

 
m

us
ici

an
s."

 

"I
 

find
 joy in

 
mu

sic
, and she is

 

tur
nin

g to
 

Sai
nt 

Ce
cil

ia,
 

sh
ari

ng
, 

cl
ea

ve
r@

de
ci

de
de

xc
el

le
nc

e.
co

m
. 

fe
at

ur
ed

 in
 

one 

of
 

our 

up
co

m
in

g 

iss
ue

s! 

Co
nt

ac
t us

 
at

 

sto
ry

 to
 

sh
ar

e?
 

N
om

in
at

e 

so
m

eo
ne

 

yo
u'd

 

like
 to

 
see 

D
o 

you 

kno
w 

a 
fe

llo
w 

pa
ris

h 

m
em

be
r who

 has 

a 

and say hi! 
Yo

u'll
 be

 
glad

 you did.
 tim

e. If
 

you see 

the
m at

 
Ma

ss or
 

out in
 

the 

co
m

m
un

ity
, 

sto
p sim

ple
 

sm
ile

, 

the
y are 

ma
kin

g 

a 
di

ffe
re

nc
e-

on
e 

pe
rso

n at
 a are all 

abo
ut.

 

W
he

the
r it's 

gif
tin

g 

the
ir 

tim
e, 

tal
en

t, or
 

just
 a 

Joy
ful

 

ser
vic

e and 

sim
ple

 

kin
dn

es
s are 

reg
ula

rly
 

turn
 to

 
the 

sai
nts

 and 

pra
ye

r 

whe
n they

 are in
 

nee
d of

 to
 

co
m

fto
rt us

 
and 

an
sw

er our 

qu
es

tio
ns

." The 

D
es

ch
an

es
 

also
 

IN
he

n the 

wo
rld

 

see
ms

 too big
, w

e 

kno
w tha

t 

God
 is

 
the

re 

also
 

po
nd

ere
d the role

 

Fai
th 

pla
yed

 in
 

the
ir life and 

sha
red

, 

I 
cho

se,
 to

 
m

y 

ma
rri

ag
e and 

fam
ily

." 

Na
tal

ie and 

Au
dre

y 

m
y 

life from
 m

y 
re

lat
io

ns
hi

p with
 m

y 
pa

ren
ts,

 to
 

the 
un

ive
rsi

ty loo
kin

g bac
k 

I 
can see the 

inf
lue

nc
e of

 
m

y 
fait

h 

thr
ou

gh
ou

t 

ex
pla

ine
d, 

"T
ho

ug
h I'm not sure

 I 
rec

og
niz

ed
 it at

 
the 

tim
e, Fai

th has 
alw

ays
 

pla
yed

 an
 

inm
po

rta
nt role

 in
 

the
ir 

live
s. Erin

 

also
 

ser
ve

s on
 

the 
Ha

mp
de

n 

To
wn

sh
ip 

Pl
an

nin
g 

Co
m

m
iss

io
n. 

at
 

He
alt

hy
 

Ste
ps 

Di
ape

r 

Ban
k and 

Jun
ior

 

Ac
hie

ve
me

nt.
 

Ch
ris 

pa
nc

ak
e 

br
ea

kf
as

ts and 

Le
nte

n fish
 

frie
s as

 
wel

l as
 

vo
lu

nt
ee

rin
g 

RV
-7A

). In
 

the 

co
m

m
un

ity
, they
 

find
 joy in

 
ser

vin
g at

 
loc

al 

dab
ble

d in
 

bu
ild

ing
 an

 
ex

pe
rim

en
tal

 kit 
air

pla
ne

 

(m
ode

l: 

Van
s 

fav
or

ite
 

sp
ort

s 

te
am

-th
e 

Gr
een

 Bay 

Pa
ck

ers
. 

The
y 

hav
e 

eve
n enj

oy 

boa
rd 

gam
es,

 

da
nc

ing
, 

mu
sic

, and 

ch
eer

ing
 on

 
the

ir 

tra
ve

lin
g, 

cam
pin

g, 

hik
ing

, and 

sw
im

mi
ng

 but they
 

also
 

co
mm

un
ity

. 

Th
eir 

fav
ori

te 

pa
sti

me
s bei

ng 

act
ive

 and 

inv
olv

ed
 in

 

the 

A
s a 

fam
ily

, the 

De
sc

ha
ne

s 

enj
oy 

are
 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
as

si
st

an
t. wh

ile 

Na
tal

ie 

is
 

also
 a 

can
tor

 and the 
Ki

nd
erg

art
en

 

Re
lig

iou
s 

tea
ch

er.
 The gir

ls are 

lec
tor

s and 

inv
olv

ed
 in

 
the 

you
th 

gro
up 

Y'o
u, 

wh
ile Erin

 is
 

the 

Ki
nd

erg
art

en
 

Re
lig

iou
s 

Ed
uc

ati
on

 

is
 

inv
olv

ed
 

wit
h the 

Kn
igh

ts of
 

Co
lum

bu
s and Tha
t 

Man 

ls
 

clan
 to

 
be

 
inv

olv
ed

 and 

pa
rti

cip
ate

 in
 

par
ish

 

m
ini

str
ies

. 
Ch

ris 

of
 

the 

OL
OL

 

fam
ily

, it is
 

im
po

rta
nt

 to
 

eac
h of

 
the 

De
sch

an
e 

ex
ten

de
d 

fam
ily

, 

hel
pin

g us
 

feel like
 

we'
re 

hom
e." Bei
ng part

 tra
ve

l 

awa
y 

fro
n all of

 
our 

fam
ily

, 

[OL
OL

 has]
 

bec
om

e our fam
ily

. 

Erin
 

lau
gh

s, 

"Si
nce

 w
e 

live
 

sev
era

l 

sta
tes

 and 

man
y day
s 

for
tun

ate
ly 

has
n't don

e it 
aga

in!
" 

at
 

the 
ho

sp
ita

l. He's
 

he
alt

hy
 

now
, and 

nin
e 

roc
ks and had to

 
spe

nd 

a 
nig

ht 

ex
pla

ine
d, 

"A
bou

t a 
yea

r 

ago
, he

 
ate 

be
au

tifu
l 

girl
s: 

Na
tali

e (14) and 
Au

dre
y (12)

. 

her 

B.B
.A.

 

from
 

Ba
ylo

r 

Un
ive

rsi
ty.

 

To
ge

the
r 

they
 

hav
e two 

pre
sch

oo
l 

tea
ch

er at
 

St. 
Tim

oth
y 

Lu
the

ran
 

Ch
urc

h with
 

and 

enj
oys

 

tak
ing

 

jazz
 and 

bal
let 

cla
sse

s at
 

The 

Stu
dio

. 

tru
mp

et 

in
 

the 

sch
oo

l 

ban
d, 

pa
rti

cip
ate

s in
 

the 
sch

ool
 

mu
sic

al 

6th 

gra
de 

at
 

M
ou

nta
in Vie
w 

Mi
dd

le 

Sc
ho

ol.
 She 

pla
ys the 

Si
m

ila
rly

, 

Au
dre

y is
 

also
 on

 
the 

ho
no

r roll
 as

 
she 

fin
ish

es
 the les

so
ns

 in
 

vo
ice

, 

da
nc

e, and 

ac
ro

ba
tic

s at
 

The 

Stu
dio

 in
 

En
ola

. 

sin
gin

g in
 

the 

cho
ir and 

sm
all

 

en
sem

ble
s as

 
wel

l as
 

tak
ing

 cel
lo in

 
the 

sch
oo

l 

or
ch

es
tra

, 

pa
rti

ci
pa

tin
g in

 
sch

oo
l 

mu
sic

als
, gra

de 

at
 

M
ou

nta
in Vie
w 

Mi
dd

le 

Sc
ho

ol.
 She 

co
nf

lic
te

d.
" 

N
at

al
ie

 

fin
ds

 

he
rs

el
f find

 

hop
e 

whe
n I'm 

fee
lin

g lost
 or

 

An
tho

ny
 

be
cau

se "he 

hel
ps m

e has 

a 
sp

ec
ial

 

de
vo

tio
n to

 
Sai

nt 

co
mf

ort
 or

 
in

sp
ira

tio
n.

 

Au
dre

y 

Aud
rey have

 

wha
t the 

De
sc

ha
ne

s 

so
 

far 
from

 

fam
ily

, 

they
 

cam
e to

 
rely

 

hea
vil

y on
 

the
ir 

chu
rch

 

Lo
urd

es 

(O
LO

L) and 

fou
nd 

so
me

thi
ng

 

tru
ly 

spe
cia

l. 

Liv
ing

 Five
 

yea
rs ago

, the 

De
sch

an
e 

fam
ily

 

joi
ned

 

Our Lad
y of

 

the
ir toes

 and in
 

hig
h 

sp
iri

ts.
 

Eri
n 

a 
gre

at job 

kee
pin

g them
 all on

 

res
cu

e 

mu
tt 

na
me

d 

Sc
ou

t. H
e 

doe
s the

ir 

fam
ily

 is
 

the
ir 

sw
eet

 

tw
o-

ye
ar

-o
ld

 

Ad
din

g 

muc
h joy and 

ex
cit

em
en

t to
 

enj
oys

 
pla

yin
g the 

the 

ho
no

r roll
 

and the 

stu
de

nt
 

co
un

cil
 as

 
she 

fin
ish

es
 the 8th th

eir
 

stu
di

es
 as

 
we

ll as
 

ex
tr

ac
ur

ri
cu

la
r 

ac
tiv

iti
es

. 

N
at

al
ie

 is
 

on
 

gr
ati

tu
de

 as
 

the
y 

str
ive

 to
 

be
 

the bes
t 

ve
rsi

on
 of

 
th

em
se

lv
es

 in
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